COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF STATE-BUILDING AND NATION-BUILDING FROM
THE CEASEFIRE TO THE VICTORY IN AZERBAIJAN
Valiyev Orkhan Hasan
Sakarya University
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6125-9062
orkhan.h.veli@gmail.com

AZORBAYCANDA ATOSKOSDON QOLOBOYO DOVLOT QURUCULUGUNUN VO
MILLOT QURULUSUNUN MUQAYISOLI TOHLILI
Valiyev Orxan Hasan
Sakarya Universiteti
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6125-9062
orkhan.h.veli@gmail.com

Xiilasa

Bu moruzonin moqsodi zofor sonrasi Azorbaycanda milli kimlik quruculuguna tohfo vermokdir. Miistaqilliyin
borpasindan sonra milli kimliyin insast ictimai miizakiralorin osas mosolosino g¢evrilmisdi. Miizakirolor tiirk¢iiliik vo
Azorbaycangiliq arasinda gedirdi. Tiirkgiiliik Sovet miistimlokasino garsi aparilan milli horakatin asas ideologiyasi olaraq
miistoqilliyin gapisint agmisdir. Azarbaycangiliq iso dovlot insasinin ideologiyasidir. Miistoqilliyin birinci morhoalasindo
dovlet ingas1 Azarbaycangiliq konteksindo tamamlanmisdir. Tarixi zofor milli kimliyin insasinin tamamlanmasi ii¢iin imkan
yaratmigdir. Bu baximdan, moruzads ilk olaraq dovlot insasi atos anlayis1 konteksinds olo almmusdir. Ikinci olaraq, zofar
konteksindo milli kimliyin ingasinin tamamlanmasina fokuslanilmigdir. Aragdirma hor iki anlayisin rolunun forqliliyini
gostormigdir. Zofar noticesinds arazi biitovlilyliniin barpasit milli kimlik diskursunu doyisocokdir. Ciinki milli kimliyin
tamamlanmasinin qarsisindaki asas manes iggal idi. Bu ¢orgivado multikulturalizm, tiirk¢iiliik vo Azorbaycangiliq milli
kimlik insasinin asas elementlori olacaqdir.
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Pesrome

CraTps cTaBUT Iiepes] coO0il 1enb BHECTH CBOW BKJIAJ B MPOIIECC HAIMOHAIBHOTO CTPOUTENHCTBA B MOCTIOOETHOM
AszepbOaiimkane. Ilocne oOpeTeHHs HE3aBHCMMOCTH, TIOCTPOCHHE HAIMOHAJIBHOTO CAaMOCO3HAHHUS CTAJO TJIaBHOW TEeMOM
00IIECTBEHHBIX JUCKyccHil. JebaThl Bennuch Mexay MoHATHAMU Tropkn3Mm u AsepOaiijxancTBo. OHaKO TIOPKH3M OBLI
W/I€0JIOTHEH HAlMOHAIBHOTO JIBHXKEHUSI IPOTUB COBETCKOTI'O KOJIOHHAIN3Ma U OTKPBII IMyTh K He3aBUCUMOCTH. Hanporus,
AszepOaiimkanctBo [Azarbaycanciliq] Obuio  mIeosorumel rocyJapcTBEHHOTO CTPOMTENBCTBA. [ ocymapcTBEHHOE
CTPOUTENBCTBO OBUI 3aBEpIIeH B IIEPBOI YacTH HE3aBUCHUMOCTH TocpesicTBoM AsepbaiikaHcTBo. Vcropuueckas modena
OTKpBIJIA ITyTh K 3aBEPIICHUIO HAIIMOHAIBHOTO CTPOUTEIHCTBA. B 3TOM OTHOIIEHNH B HCCIIEAOBAHIHM OCHOBHOE BHIMAaHHUE
yHAENAeTCs, MPEKAE BCETO, IMPEKPAIIEHHIO OTHSA B KOHTEKCTE TOCYJapCTBEHHOTO CTPOMTENbCTBA. Jlasee BHMMaHHE
yHAENAeTCs. K MPOILECCY 3aBEPILCHUS HAI[MOHAIBHOTO CTPOHMTENILCTBA B KOHTEKCTE MOOEIBl. DTO TOKa3bIBAcT, Kak 00e
KOHIIETIIIHM UTPAIOT pa3Hbie posid. B creacTBuu modeapl v oOecredeHus] TEpPUTOPHATLHOM IEIOCTHOCTH A3epOaiiixana
JUCKYpPCBl HICHTUYHOCTH M3MEHATCS. IIoTOMYy 4YTO T/aBHBIM NPENATCTBUEM Ha ITyTH 3aBEPIICHHS HAIMOHAIBHOTO
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WJICHTUYHOCTH ObUIa OKKynauusi. B aTom oTHomeHun MynbTUKYIbTypanu3M, TIOpKH3M H A3zepOaiijikaHcTBO OyIyT
OCHOBHBIMH 3JIEMEHTaMH HAIlHOHAJIBHOTO CTPOUTEIbCTBA.

KioueBble c1oBa: ['ocynapcTBEHHOE CTPOUTENIBCTBO, HAMOHAIBHOE CTPOUTENBCTBO, IPEKpalleHne Orus, nodena,
AzepbaiimkaHCcTBO

Building of strong national identity is the main instrument of sovereignty. Secularization of the
public sphere or daily life in the early modern period necessitated the imagination of the nation for
modern sovereignty. In this respect, the study of state and nation-building in the context of ceasefire
and victory of the Karabakh conflict will contribute to the respective research. In this paper, state-
building, and nation-building are handled with the comparative method. The key terms are ceasefire
and victory. There are variety of study related to state and nation-building in Azerbaijan (Valiyev,
2020) (Valiyev, 2021) (Valiyev, 2022a) (Ergun A. , 2010) (Ergun & Citak, 2020) (Ergun, 2022)
(Cornell, 2011) (Ergun & Valiyev, 2020). In this paper, the author focuses on explaining the completion
of state and nation-building in the framework of ceasefire and victory.

Ceasefire: Social Contract, Constitution, and Statehood

The building of state and national identity is based on human, and it’s considered and justified as
modern. There is enough literature that supports this view in the context of nationalism (Anderson,
2015) (Gellner, 2018) (Hobsbawm, 2014) (Valiyev, 2020, ss. 28-34). In this respect, the modern state
and nation-building of Azerbaijan started in the middle of the nineteenth century. In other words, the
modernization of daily life in Muslim society was under the control of the Tsarist colonial system. In
this sense, Akhundzadeh could be considered the starting point of modernization that contributed to the
nationalization of political discourse in the late nineteenth century (Valiyev & Bezci, 2021). At the end
of that modernization of the national movement, the first republic of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan
Democratic Republic (ADR)) was declared. But due to the absence of the constitution, the ADR was
an incomplete nation-state (Valiyev, 2020) (Valiyev, 2021) (Valiyev, 2022a). However, the option of
the constitution as an independent state in 1995 started a new phase of state-building. As it’s known,
to be considered a fully-fledged nation the constitution plays a decisive role. The nation is such a notion
that could exist only under the joint law (Sieyes, 2005: 13). After getting independence from the USSR
in 1991, the construction of national identity emerged as a critical issue that the government(s) should
deal with. However, the First Karabakh War and occupation of the 20 percent of the Azerbaijani
territories removed the identity issue from the agenda. The government signed a social contract with
the society and accept the first democratic/independent constitution that led to the building of a state in
the framework of Azerbaijanism. Due to the conflict completion of nation-building was not finished
but would be completed after the victory in the Second Karabakh War (Valiyev, 2022D).

Victory: Completion of Nation-Building

Defeated invaders helped Ataturk to build the modern Turkish nation. The nation could be
considered the legal basis of sovereignty (Duguit, 2013: 387-95). In this sense, victory was the missing
point for Azerbaijan on the way to building a modern nation or to be a fully-fledged sovereign state.
To be able to people glorify feelings of the past politics needs history and history emerged thanks to
the victory. The invasion was considered an obstacle to the implementation of sovereignty that was
built into the constitution. In that respect, the building of the nation was incomplete. Thus, the building
of history that is decisive for nation-building needed victory as shown in other nation-building
experiences. The historical question that emerged in the late nineteenth century and became an unsolved
problem will be answered. And Azerbaijani society will be able to answer the identity question through
political institutions. The answer will encompass multiculturalism, Turkism, and Azerbaijanism and
will build a strong background/contract for being Azerbaijani. Additionally, historical victory will



make strong sovereignty that was weakened due to the occupation, and break the dependency. It could
be said that Azerbaijan is already considered a fully-fledged sovereign nation-state.

State and nation-building is a political construction. In its early independence, Azerbaijan could
build statehood through the constitution. However, due to the occupation, nation-building or
completion of sovereignty was removed from the agenda of politics. With the historical victory in
Karabakh new path opened for the completion of nation-building. The victory will make Azerbaijan a
fully-fledged nation-state and future research should focus on this issue to contribute to the study of
nation-building.

References:

Anderson, B. (2015). Hayali Cemaatler. (I. Savasir, Trans.) istanbul: Metis Yayinlari.

Cornell, S. E. (2011). Azerbaycan Since Independence. London: M.E.Sharpe.

Duguit, Léon. "Egemenlik ve Ozgiirliik." Akal, Cemal Bali. Devlet Kurami. Ankara: Dost
Kitabevi, 2013. 379-403.

08}

Ergun, A. (2010). Post-Soviet Political Transformation in Azerbaijan: Political Elite, Civil Society
and the Trials of Democratization. Uluslararas: Iliskiler, 7(26), 67-85.

Ergun, A. (2022). Citizenship, National Identity, and Nation-Building in Azerbaijan: Between the
Legacy of the Past and the Spirit of Independence. Nationality Papers, 50(4), 813-830.

Ergun, A., & Citak, Z. (2020). Secularism and National Identity in Post-Soviet Azerbaijan. Journal
of Chruch and State, 62(3), 464-485.

Ergun, A., & Valiyev, A. (2020). An Accaunt on Karabakh War: Why Now and Then What?
Panaroma.

Gellner, E. (2018). Uluslar ve Ulus¢uluk. (B. Ersanl, & G. Ozdogan, Trans.) istanbul: Hil Yayin.

Hobsbawm, E. J. (2014). Milletler ve Milliyetcilik. (O. Akinhay, Trans.) Istanbul: Ayrmti
Yayinlar.

Sieyes, E.-J. (2005). "Uciincii Sinif" Nedir? (1. Birkan, Trans.) Ankara: imge Kitabevi.

Valiyev, O. (2020). Azerbaycan'da Milliyetcilik. Istanbul: Tiirkiye Notlar1 Yaymevi.

Valiyev, O. (2022a). Sekiilerlesme ve Milliyetcilik Teorileri Isiginda 1. ve II. Azerbaycan
Cumhuriyeti'nin Karsilastirmali Tahlili. In M. Y. Alptekin, & Z. Cevik, Tiirk Diinyasinda Ulus Insas:
(pp. 55-71). Ankara: Nobel Akademik Yayimcilik.

Valiyev, O. (2022b, February). www.milliyyet.info. "Na ii¢iin Azarbaycan millatgiliyi?". Retrieved
from https://milliyyet.info: https://milliyyet.info/mill%c9%99tcilik/n%c9%99-ucun-
az%c9%99rbaycan-mill%c9%99tciliyi/ [accessed Sep 17 2022].

Valiyev, O., & Bezci, B. (2021). Ahundzade’de Millet Fikrinin Olusumunun Miroslav Hroch’un
yaklasimi Cergevesinde Degerlendirilmesi. Bilig, 98, 49-74.

Valiyev, O. (2021). Azarbaycanda millotlogsma prosesinin (1850-1920) modellagsdirma cohdi. In ©.
Nacof, Azarbaycan - Milli Kimliyinin Tarixi Masalalori (pp. 236-251). Baki: YEK Production.

Ergun, A., & Valiyev, A. (PDF) An Account of Karabakh War: Why Now and Then What?
Available from:
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345672363 _An_Account _on_Karabakh War_Why Now a
nd_Then_What?channel=doi&linkld=5faa75d292851cc286a4fe4b&showFulltext=true [accessed Sep
17 2022].



https://milliyyet.info/mill%c9%99tcilik/n%c9%99-ucun-az%c9%99rbaycan-mill%c9%99tciliyi/
https://milliyyet.info/mill%c9%99tcilik/n%c9%99-ucun-az%c9%99rbaycan-mill%c9%99tciliyi/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345672363_An_Account_on_Karabakh_War_Why_Now_and_Then_What?channel=doi&linkId=5faa75d292851cc286a4fe4b&showFulltext=true
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/345672363_An_Account_on_Karabakh_War_Why_Now_and_Then_What?channel=doi&linkId=5faa75d292851cc286a4fe4b&showFulltext=true

